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'And brought about the death in masses
Of steeds and animals, 'tis clear
And true as that ye all are here
That, had their mishaps dolorous
And sufferings been known to us,...
The Turks would have been put to death
At once and the town seized forthwith.                                  7,810
THE   SLOUGH   OF   DESPOND
On Saint Hilary's day it was                                             Jan. 13
That the host grieved and mourned because
They had to turn back on their way.
Every pilgrim cursed the day
When he into the world was born.
Being heartsick at this return.
The army was in grievous state.
Sore burdened, and disconsolate.
They were most desperate for kck
Of means to bear provisions back,                                          7,820
For their pack beasts, by manifold
Dense rains and by the bitter cold,
Had been made weak and caused to sicken
With fever, whereby they were stricken 5
When they were burdened with a load
Of goods and through the thick mud strode,
They stumbled to their knees and fell.
Then to the devil down in hell
Men cursing gave themselves. My lords,
Think not that these are idle words:                                      7,830
Never was goodly company
So deeply sunk in misery j
And many of the lesser folk.
Who were bent down beneath the yoke
Of illness and were sore distraught,
Would have been left upon the spot
If England's king had not with care
Caused search to be made everywhere